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SkillsUSA California 
Introduction to Woodworking  
2015 State Contest 
 

Description: The Introduction to Woodworking contest is a state contest only. It is open to all 
first year secondary construction or woodworking students. Contestants will build a beginning 
woodworking level project that may require the use of stationary power tools such as the table 
saw or power miter box under the contest coordinator’s supervision. The project may also 
include the use of portable power tools such as a portable electric drill and a jig saw. Hand tools 
will also be required to complete the project. Contestants are required to bring the tools listed 
to the contest. All materials and stationary tools will be provided for. 
 
A measured drawing (without dimensions) and tool list have been attached for your 
convenience. Contestants are required to attend an orientation meeting the day prior to the 
competition. A written test will be administered at the orientation meeting and will make up 
10% of the total score.  

 
Process #1 (Written Test): Contestants will prepare a material list for a foot stool. They will need 

to make two copies of the Bill of Materials, one to be turned in and scored and the other used 

by the contestant. 

 
Process #2 (foot stool construction): This project will be made from ¾” # 2 pine. The material 
has been ripped to width for you, but you will need to cut each piece to length using a power 
miter saw that has been provided for you to use. The taper on the legs will have to be cut using 
your jig saw. All construction will be butt, glued and nailed. Top must be marked and shaped 
with a block plane, sand all edges smooth. Set all nails and putty over them. Sand all surfaces 
smooth and remove all sharp edges. 
 

1. Tools Required for Contest (provided by Organizers, based on up to 24 contestants) 

 Min 1 qty - Table saw (needed only by organizers to pre-cut material) 

 Min 2 qty – sliding compound miter saw and extra blades 

 Electric jig saws with wood cutting blades 

 First aid kit 
 

2. Materials Required for Contest (provided by Organizers) 

 1 pc per student, 3/4" X 9 1/4" X 19" (#2 pine) (for the top) 

 1 pc per student, 3/4" X 3 3/4" X 60" (#2 pine) (for legs) 

 1 pc per student, 3/4" X 4 1/2" X 19" (#2 pine) (for the apron) 

 Nails, 5d (1-3/4”) finish  – qty 30 per student 

 Wood glue 

 Wood patch, to match wood used for project 
 
 
 

 
 
 



2 

 

3. Student Tool List 
Students are expected to bring (1) of each of the following items. Items not included on 
this list may not be used for the contest. Tool list check may be included in total score. 

a. Safety glasses 
b. 2 pencils 
c. Compass (Optional) 
d. Sanding block 
e. 100 grit, 220 grit sandpaper 
f. Tri square or combination square 
g. Backsaw or dovetail saw 
h. Curved claw hammer 
i. Cordless drill + backup battery and charger (Optional) 
j. 1/6” twist drill bit 
k. Nail set 
l. Tape measure 
m. Wood rasp 
n. Wood file 
o. Block plane 
p. Putty knife 
q. Qty (2) 6” or 8” bar clamps or equivalent woodworking bar clamps 

 
4. Resume Requirement: students must present a resume on the day of competition in 

order to compete. 

 

5. Dress requirement:  
a. Twill khaki work shirt (official SkillsUSA logoed shirt NOT required) 

b. Khaki work pants 

c. Black or brown belt 

d. Black or brown leather work shoes 

e. Safety glasses with side shields or goggles; wrap-around safety glasses are ok. 

(Prescription glasses can be used only if they are equipped with side shields. If 

not, they must be covered with goggles.) 

f. Earplugs 

g. Hats are OK; all logos must be taped or covered 

h. No loose clothing, ties or jewelry. Hair must be tied back. 
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